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WHEN ARCHITECT ERIC MASTERSON STAMPS HIS WOODEN WALKING STICK LIPON THE GROUND, IT 15 TRANSFORMED 
INTO A MYSTICAL WEAPON CALLED THUNDERSTRIKE! ARMED WITH INCREDIBLE POWERS, MASTERSON WORKS TO 
PROVE THAT ONEMAN MUST MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECAUSE THIS WORLD STILL NEEDSHEROES!. STAN LEE PRESENTS . 
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JACK KIRBY (1917 -1994) 


Jack Kirby, one of the founding 
fathers of Marvel, passed away in Febru- 
ary of this year, This week, we present the 
second in our month-long series of trib- 
lites to the man who co-created the FAN- 
TASTIG FOUR, the HULK, the X-MEN, 
CAPTAIN AMERICA, and thousands, 
more. Here's what some of 

Kirby's fellow pros had to say in 

tribute to the King 

Joe Sinnott: Kirby was to comics 

‘what Babe Ruth was to baseball 

and Einstein was to science, 

‘Tom DoFalco: Jack Kirby gave 

visual form to the fantasies of an 

entire generation, and his influ- 

tence willbe felt as long as comic 

books endure. 

John Buscema: He reinvented 
‘super-hero comics. fit wasn't for 

Kirby, | wouldn't be in this busi- 

hess. | had gotten aut of comics 

for a while — | was doing adver- 

tising art — and when I got back 

Into it in ‘66, | had no concept of 

how comics were supposed to 

look. Kirby's work was a jump- 

ing-on point for me, even though 

ur styles look nothing alike. | 

saw what he did, and | took it 

from there. Kirby had no peer in 

this business, He's a man who. 
deserves everyone's respect. 

Marie Severin: | am grateful to 

ack Kirby for his tremendous 
influence in the revitalization of 

the comic book industry. Stan 

was quite right in calling him. 

“King.” 

(Curt Swan: | would say that Kirby 
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‘This week another sizzling new superstar lopes your way 
from the House of Heroes! BLACKWULF #1 unleashes a 
brand-new team of cranked-up characters, led by Blacky 

itted against a new archvilain — Lord Tantalus: 
— who's scary enough to give Venom nightmares! Those 
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‘was probably the premiere innovator of 
stories and characters. 

Sal Buscema: | doubt if there is an indi 
‘vidual working in comics today that hasn't, 
been influenced by Jack Kirby. Anyone, 
that says they haven't been is stretching 
the truth, to put it mildly. The only regret I 


have is that | never had the pleasure of 
meeting and working with him. I've been 
in the business for 25 years, and the, 
{greatest comic book ilustrator ofall time, | 
ever got to meet. Nobody has contnbut- 
ed as much to the business of comic 
book ilustration and storytelling as Jack 
Kirby, He's the best. He's the one against 
which all others are measured. 

Gene Colan: We all have been 


influenced highly by his 
approach to comics, by his 
power and force. There isn't a 
‘soul in this business that hasn't 
imitated him to some extent 
Kirby's work gave me a spring- 
board to begin my career. 
Even as a youngster, | was 
highly taken with his art in the 
forties on Newsboy Legion and 
Boy Commandos. | used to 
emulate his style — | studied it 
and copied it. came into this 
business not knowing a thing 
about comics. | went up to 
National (00) al the age of thir= 
teen, looking for work, and the 
art director brought out some 
pages by Kirby to show me 
how it's supposed to be done. 
Kirby had a very unique style — 
you could spot ita mile away. 
It's really in a class by itself. 
Every one of us has a litle bit 
‘of Kirby in him. You see his 
influence everywhere you look. 
He left behind quite a bit for us 
to remember. 

Don Heck: Jack's legacy of 
stories and characters to the 
world is greater than that of 
anyone I've ever known. pag 
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AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #390: 
Shilek ed Carton are carying on! 
By DeNattes/Bagley/Emberin! 

CO BARBIE #42: 5 years of America's 
favor fashion doll By Thusard 
Fiuschieas! 

CIBLACKWULF #1: A brand-new Marvel 
‘moga-sar makos his but-icin’ 
bus By Haren Mecinal Anerson! 

CICONAN CLASSIC #1: Reponting 
Conan The Barbarian #1, by Grom By 
Thomaa/Windsor-SmthvAtens! 

COGHOST RIDER #50: Dan Ketch is 
‘back andhe's looking for 
Vengeance! Doubie-szed! By 
MecherGamey/ivey! 

TD GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY #48: 
Thre’ 8 ne Celestial in town! By 
Gataghe/WestAdontano! 

[I MARVEL COMICS F159: Vengeance, 
Hawkeye, New Warriors and mora 

COMARVEL MASTERWORK #3: THE 
UNCANNY MEN #1-10, vata 
‘agar By Leaky! 

TONIGHT THAASHER #11: Thrash is 
‘woreg onthe plantation, thanks tothe 
Sphinx! By Niciea/Boter 

ANOVA te: i's dovble-Nova a: Nowa 
Dats an alia future vrion of 
fimsol By NelazaMarinary 
Shegbaued 

TIPRISON COLONY #1 OF S: Thee 
fo escaping tis gre movi 
‘aaptaton) By Salck/Marishi! 

COPUNISHER WAR ZONE #28: The 
Punisher connuss his barbaric 
‘clentire! By Oxon Buscora 

ETQUASAR #50: Vinie Quasar bids 
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‘evel fo Earth, Darkstar and her 
father want revenge! By Grieniald/ 
HetinidMeciotan! 

TURAVAGE 2009.910: x-11: 1's ot a 
‘motor oi a mysticaly- powered 
{seaseil By Mil & Skinned Miohin’ 
asst 

CISAGHS & VIOLENS #5 0F 4: SAV 
‘want fo enuf eut como chid exploters! 
By Davd/Perez! 

[SECRET DEFENDERS #16: Thor, 
‘Gap, and Namo face tho menaco of 
Menace! 6y ThomaaWyinan/udson! 

[OTHE SHROUD #9 OF 4: Stroud must 
fas Kal and an angry Spider-Man! 
By BariWymarvdones! 

COSILVER SABLE #25: Doublesiod! 
iver stake her ov father And the 
Foreigner salts Saver! By Wri 
Bite Exhur 

CUUNCANNY X-MEN ANNUAL #18: 
Caliban is ct for X-bood! By 

__ Horan Church 

COWAR MACHINE #9: Against th war 
‘machines of Nick Fury and SHIELD! 
By Kamil & Benson’ Gocko/Edlund 

COWOLERINE #22: Back to Madhipooy, 
‘vith Karma ard Jessica Drew! By. 
Hamaskubert 

CUX-FACTOR #108: Matice causes 
awalan havot for Loma and Alex! By 
DeMattlaDuursemagrom! 

[1 XGMEN ADVENTURES SEASON 2 
‘ipha Fight wants Wolvie's bones! By 
MécchiaHosben Albrecht 

COX-MEN: THE EARLY YEARS #2: To 
‘anquih the Vanishert By Leo 
Rainmant 
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Dear Thunderstrike, 

| must say, this is a rather 
refreshing comic! The art is clean and 
stylish, and well proportioned. It's nice to 
see that you people (unlike other artistic 
teams | won't mention) remember that 
thunder gods (and their replacements) 
are of a Somewhat grander stature than 
everyone else. 

Also, it's nice to see someone 
refreshingly unpretentious without being 
whiny, Eric may be a litle too clumsy for 
my tastes, but he's a nice contrast to the 
(deservedly) awesome grandeur of Thor. 
|lalso appreciate the fact that the team on 
THUNDERSTRIKE has not tried to 
overshadow Thor's accomplishments or 
reputation in the creation of this new 
magazine. I's rare to see respect given 
where is due these days. Thanks. 

Speaking of respect, there is one 
problem | have with THUNDERSTRIKE. 
‘You seem to have an ambivalent attitude 
towards women. On the one hand, you 
have given us fine, strong characters 
such as Sam, Jackie, Marcy, and Susan. 
On the other hand, the writers and artists 
seem to be living out some sort of 
adolescent sexual fantasy through Eric's 
love life. 

Everyone but Sam and Rigger just 
melt over Eric, including Sif. | can 
understand the writers wanting to put 
some tension into Eric's romantic lite, 
which is laudable. But four or five women 
panting like teenagers with their 
hormones on overload? Why not just put 
him in the Playboy mansion to make it 
more convenient for Eric? And Sif! Not 
‘only do you show her in Eric's apanment 
in almost all her godly glory (i's not her 
ack of clothes, mind you, that bothers 
‘me, it's the locale and the message it 
sends about Sif), you make her out to be 
some tart after she has risked her life a 
dozen times over to save Thor. It doesn't 
make sense; show a little dignity! Sif 
deserves better! 

Besides the complaint about Sif 
(and the fact that Eric doesn't know that 
‘one should use “if | were" instead of “if | 
was"), THUNDERSTRIKE is great! Keep 
up the (mostly) terrific work. 

FLL Malcoim 
(Address withheld by request) 


Aw, c'mon, R.L. Just because 
Eric is being swarmed by women is no 
reason to be jealous! Seriously, you 
‘seem to have overlooked how many of 
the women you have listed go atter 
Eric In his Thunderstrike guise, rather 
than as plain old Eric. Without the 
lightning bolts, Eric is just a regular 
guy like us. Of course, some people 
insist i's gotta be the shoes... 


Ralph, 
Congratulations on yet-another 

"Marvel Masterpiece,” as Thunderstrike is 

destined for comic book greatness. 

After reading issue #6, | found 
‘myseif drifting back to whan comics were 
golden . . . real plots and sub-plots, 
intelligent scripting, smart hero team-ups, 
to. 


The Frenz/Milgrom cover was 
reminiscent of '70s THOR and HULK 
covers, while the DeFalco scripting was 
fast, full of action, and intricate (tell the 
“big boss" he's doing a great job, too!) 
This crew is good! 

Keep up the good work, Ralph 
THUNDERSTRIKE (and all of your titles) 
are keeping Stan's "Marvel Tradition* 
alive. 

Rusty Gilligan 
Card Collectors Price Guide 


Thanks for the positive 
feedback, Rusty! It's always nice to 
get a feel for how we're doing from 
‘someone Involved with the business. 
Stay on your toes, ‘cause we plan to 
keep Stan's vision alive and active 
over the next several months! 


Dear Thunder Strikes, 

Wow, what an issue! From the 
‘crazy cover, to the jam-packed plethora 
of situations and excitement, issue #6 
was one of the best yet! In spite of all the 
guest stars and sub-plots, Eric remained 
the focus of the story, trying his damned 
best to keep everything from falling apart. 

I's good to see Stellaris back in 
the book, and I hope she'll be around for 
awhile, Please, make her a romantic 
interest for Eric. Despite her carefree 
ways, she has a tremendous amount of 
power at her disposal which she could 
very easily (and unintentionally) unleash 
on the city around her. In this way, she 
reminds me a little of Etic, who is still 
walking on eggshells as he learns the 
limits and variety of his new power. Eric 
would be a strong influence on Stellaris, 
helping her to do the right thing without 
destroying anything in the process. Think 
about it. 


Roger Cotton 
(Address withheld by request) 


An interesting notion, Rog 
‘but we seriously doubt Erie could stop 


Stellaris from doing something once 
she set her mind to It. Besides, 
Stollaris's motivations are known to 
nobody but herself for the moment, so 
don't make any long-term plans. 


Dear Ralph, Tom, and Ron, 

Thank you so much for taking the 
time to produce a comic which is rock- 
solid on the fundamentals. Every aspect 
of this book captures the essence of what 
comics once were (and | hope will soon 
be again). Tom has succeeded in giving 
us a comic very much for the nineties 
while maintaining the aspects of what got 
‘me into comics in the first place. 

Ron Frenz’s artis very clean, and 
he doesn't attempt to tum the women of 
this book into sex-kittens. Al's inks are 
the perfect complement, both in feel and 
the fact that he doesn't obliterate the 
Pencils. 

So, who is this Blackwulf 
character, exactly? | don't remember 
seeing him in the Marvel Universe before. 
Please, don't make him a mutant! 

Back to the story. | very much 
enjoyed the appearance of Nick Fury and 
SHIELD. Any chance of Thunderstrike 
becoming a full-time operative? He 
seems to work well (at least story-wise) 
with others, Keep up the good work, and 
See you in thirty (I always wanted to say 
that)! 

Mickey Benning 
32 Browning St 
White Plains, NY 10603 


Well, Mickey, ‘nutt sald (we love 
saying that!)!_ It doesn't look like Eric 
will be joining SHIELD in the near 
future (although temp work is always @ 
distinct possibility), but if you crave 
more of his adventures outside this 
book, check out AVENGERS #374, 
‘cause Thunderstrike is back in the 
fold! As for Blackwulf, the full story of 
this new guy has yet to be told, but if 
you want to find it out, BLACKWULF. 
#1 would be a good place to start, on. 
sale In April! Do not miss it! 
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